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NEWS view 239
Global and local

For many years 
HSBC branded 
itself as “the 
world’s local 
bank”. Time 
moved on, and 
their advertising 
changed, 
although 
it is still a 
phrase that 
many people 
instantly 
associate with 
HSBC.

Somewhat more modestly, but with 
similar intentions, the IRSE also tries to be 
“global yet local”. We have members in 55 
countries around the world – sometimes 
amounting to many hundreds of people, 
and at the other end of the spectrum 
a few countries have just one member 
each! I hope you feel that you belong to a 
worldwide family of engineers who share 
common professional interests and aims. 

We now have 20 Local Sections around 
the world – five of them in the UK, the 
remainder widely distributed across the 
world. Last month Japan was the most 
recent country to be added – a country 
that excels in high speed, highly reliable 
train services, with train control and 
communications systems to help deliver 
that excellence. Next year we hope to add 
a further IRSE Local Section, covering the 
London and South East area of the UK. If 
you have the opportunity to participate in 

a Local Section, and perhaps even help 
organise events for it, may I encourage 
you to do so. You can find contact details 
for each Section on the IRSE website.

The Institution’s activities also reflect our 
worldwide span. In the last three years 
our International Technical Conventions 
have been in Australia, China and the 
USA. Next year’s will be in Switzerland (for 
which booking opens soon), with a core 
theme of “Safety in Long Railway Tunnels”. 
As further examples of our international 
nature, a highly successful ASPECT 2017 
took place at the end of November, in 
Singapore, and our second CBTC Seminar 
has also just taken place, in Canada. In the 
UK we have a second Systems Engineering 
Seminar taking place in April, and a joint 
event with the Institution of Mechanical 
Engineers in March.

We are also endeavouring to build 
more links with other organisations. Very 
recently we have signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding for collaboration with 
the Institution of Engineers Singapore, 
and we are currently exploring how we 
might work with the IEEE in areas such as 
standards development.

Just as HSBC re-branded itself (as do all 
organisations from time to time), the IRSE 
is embarking upon a major re-branding 
exercise, to ensure we appeal to the 
upcoming generation of engineers. There 
will be more news about this in an edition 
of IRSE NEWS in 2018. We too want to be 
both global and local at the same time, 
and to convey the message that we are 
passionate about the worldwide industry 
of which we are a part.  

Francis How 
chief Executive
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Merry Christmas 
From all the team at Signet Solutions!

Thank you to all our clients and delegates for 
another great year of training excellence! 

We look forward to seeing you in the new year!


